The Twilight Saga and the romanticization of abusive relationships 

Thesis: As they attempt to illustrate an innocent love story, the books Twilight and New Moon by Stephenie Meyer recklessly romanticize abusive relationships.

Outline: How do they romanticize abuse? What effects does it has?

Body paragraphs:

1. Throughout the books, Bellas is portrayed as weak, helpless, and in constant need of men’s protection. [I will use evidence from the book to support this claim]

1. Furthermore, Bella’s character entirely relies on the present of a male love interest to give meaning to her life. [Evidence from the book to support this claim]

1. The constant dismissal of her ideas and consent, as well as the manipulative lies of Bella’s love interests are presented as noble sign of true love.  [Evidence from the book]

1. Presentation of toxic dynamics between boys and girls in juvenile fiction, such as those in Mayer’s books, only further reinforces the stereotypes young adolescents have about gender norms. [I will use outside evidence for this paragraph. Maybe other examples from other books? Maybe a psychology source on the effects of these kinds of relationships?]

1. The presentation of problematic courtship(?) as normal also sends young girls the clear message that their consent should have no role when it come to sexual or romantic interactions while simultaneously gives teenage boys the notion of inherent entitlement.   [Outside evidence here as well; I have a source on emotionally abusive relationships.]

1. The books also romanticize problematic relationships by showing the constant lies Bella tell in order to hide the harm caused to her because of her relationships as necessary and merciful. [Evidence from the book]

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Moreover, illustrating abusive relationships as romantic and desirable causes the audience to lose the ability to recognize the difference healthy and toxic relationships, which ultimately prevents resources from victims of relationship abuse. [Outside evidence]

